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E.O. 11652: GDS 

SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT POR MRS. GALLAGHER AND MRS. DYKES 

IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION POSED TO HIM LAST NIGHT BY TWO 

AMERICAN NEWSMEN CONCERNING THE TWO MISSING USIA OFPICERS, 

PRIME MINISTER KARAMI REPLIED THAT THEY ARE TO BE 

RELEASED VERY SHORTLY, IMPLYING PERHAPS EVEN DURING THE 

NIGHT OR TODAY, AS PART OP "A PACKAGE DEAL I HAVE WORKED OUT." 

BECAUSE THE PRIME MINISTER IS INCLINED TO ISSUE EXCESSIVELY 

OPTIMISTIC STATEMENTS ON ALL MATTERS IN HOPES OP 

STABILIZING THE LEBANESE SITUATION, THIS STATEMENT 

PROBABLY CANNOT BE TAKEN AT PACE VALUE REGARDING 

TIMING, BUT IT AGAIN GIVES A STRONG INDICATION THAT BOTH 

MEN ARE ALIVE AND WELL AND LIKELY TO BE RELEASED FAIRLY SOON. 

THE EMBASSY OP COURSE IS FOLLOWING UP AT ALL LEVELS IN 

THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT BUT SO PAR HAS NOTHING MORE CONCRETE 

THAN THE PRIMIN'S STATEMENT TO THE TWO NEWSMEN. 
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